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pointed out that in Hebrew, Lot 1 s wi f e was turned into melakh, and that melakh 
mi ght refer to a r adioactive or chemical snlt, not necessarily to t able salt, 
as is often assumed . Even more to t he point, however, i s the article I pub­
l ished in the November 1959 edition of "Fantastic Uni verse Science Fiction," a 
publ i cation whi ch was received by many Soviet libraries through their New York 
s ubscr iption agencies. I called the article. "The Sinister Flame, 11 and in the 
cour se of i t , I dis cuss ed i n grea t e·r detail the immolation by fire. of the eons 
of Aa ron, whi le offer i ng up sacrifices in the Sanctuary, and the episodes at­
t enda nt on Y1hova 1 s vis its to Mt. Sinai. For example, I said ; "The potential 
dange r s of the situation, and the perilous toxicity of the Holy Fire are most 
expl icitly out lined in the twentieth chapter of Exodus. The entire affair is 
s omewha t r emini s cent of a launching at one of the rocket testing sites ..... A 
ca r eful readi ng of this pass.age bears an interesting resemblance in i te I eanc­
tif'ying 1 pr ovis ions to the precautionary measures and instructions distributed 
by the Office of t he Di rector of Civil Defense Mobilization to meet the co~ 
t i ngency of an a t omic a t tack." 

It s eems to me that the lapse of time between the appearance of my 
a r t i cle and the issuance of the Agrest statement is just about what modern 
t r ans- At lant i c pos tal service and Soviet editorial practice would necessitate 
- just abou t t hree months. I have pointed this out in a letter to Kandidat 
Agrest, but I have received no answer, and I do not expect one. Let me tell 
you why : 

I t 's a long story and perhaps you won't want to read it all the 
way thr ough , but i t may be worth your while, What I am about to tell you, I 
have never to ld even to friends in private conversation. If it looks like con­
jectur e , tha t will make me all the happier, because it will relieve me of the 
bur den of' absolute knowled ge, and the responsibility of telling the author­
i ties how I came to Jmow of these things. 

An American Semitic scholar, when scratched, will tell you of his 
sec r et admi ra t i on for the Russians. There is one journal, especially, that 
they seem to like very 
much. It i s publi shed a t 
Tifl is i n the Georgian 
SSR. As one mi ght expect, 
the a r t icles are in Geor-­
gian , the l anguage of that 
Republic , which is a Jap­
hetic dial6 c t , related to 
no othe r Western tongue. 
At the end of each issue 
of this j ournal, there is 
a shor t resume of the 
ar ticl e, in French. On 
the basi s of this resume, 
the Western world claims 
to lmow what the author 
was talking about, how 
wel l he made his point, 
and how exhausti vely he 
re s earched the question. 

Inasmuch as 
Georgian has i ts own al­
pha bet, I don' t see how 
anyone coul d make much 
f rom the f ootno tes or the 
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ized this. Furthermore, Munsick de liberately ignore s Mann' s more important 
points, concerning the non-existence of Keyhoe 1 s alleged artificial domes on 
the Moon and the mysterious Moon Bridge - the existence of which has been 
specifically denied by a spokesman for the observa t ory whi ch is supposed to be 
observing it! In our opinion it is as absurd f or Keyhoe to imply that there is 
intelligent life on the Moon as it is fo r Adamski to tell us that we will mee t 
long-haired highly evolved beings on· Venus. 'Ihere may be l ife on Yenus, but 
for a ma.n of Keyhoe 1 s caliber to insist that t here are artificial construc­
tions on the Moon, is to indul ge in a type of sensationalism much worse than 
anything Muns ick can accuse SAUCER NEWS of!) 

HOW IT MIGHT END 
~ by Justin Case -

It is a favorite theme of the uarden t believers II in flying saucers 
that visitors from space have come here to prevent mankind f rom self-destruc­
tion by atomic and hydrogen bombs . Eve ryone who claims t o have had contact 
with these visitors repea ts this over and over. 'Ihere are also many since re, 
i ntell igent people who have no i nterest in flying saucers but who believe that 
we will some day destroy ourselves wi t h our own tools of war. 'Ihis belief 
grows stronger as these t ool s i ncrease in frightfulness and power each year. 

Because so many people are so worried over this prospect, it is 
interesting to consider the many diffe rent ways in which the end might come 
for mankind. This will show us whethe r we are worry i ng over something which we 

have power to prevent, or 
whether it is beyond our 
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control. In the latter case 
there is no use in worrying 
about it. 

Let us fi rs t 
consider the relative de­
structive power of bombs, 
using the common explosive 
TNT. Most of us have seen 
photos of the havoc wrought 
by the 10-ton "block bust­
ers" during the last · World 
War. We are told that the 
hydrogen bomb has the power 
of several million tons of 
TNT. Automatically we di­
vide one million by 10, and 
we picture one hydrogen 
bomb as doing the destruc­
tive work of 100,000 ten­
ton bombs, and the prospect 
is frightful indeed, espec­
ially if we are the target. 

But this popu­
lar conception is wrong. 
For practical purposes, a 
1,000-ton bomb has only 4.7 
times the destructive power 
of a 10-ton -bomb. A one 
million ton bomb has 46.5 
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In the unauthorized published version of my remarks , the all-im­
portant words PAi r ForceN were deleted, compl etely altering the meaning and 
scope of my reply. This deletion was in no way indi ca t ed in the text of Mr. 
Mann 1 s article. 

While Mr. Mann didn 1 t allow his readers to so infer, Ma jor Key­
hoe 1 s informati on on the Fort Lauderdale mystery was extensive. It covered the 
last seven pages of uconspiracy.~ Mr. Mann's article utili zed about one page. 
Furthermore, Mr. Mann did not say Fo r t Laude rdale Naval Air Base (as did the 
book ) in his letter to me. I did no t re-read the item in Major Keyhoe's book 
before replying to Mann, because I have long known of the Ki.lnross-Kinross and 
Griffith-Griffies errors, and I assumed Mr. Mann did too . I should have gone 
back to the Keyhoe work, fo r I would then have no ted that the book specifi cal­
ly and correctly re fe rs to the 11 Fort Lauderdale Naval Air Stati on. a 

I considered the base name errors to be minor, but I corrected 
them f or Mr. Ma.rm in some detail in my letter, fo llowi ng the Fort Lauderdale 
data. Had Mr. Mann gone to the Navy itself for confirmation, he would have 
found a definite record of the case, as I did. Perhaps he did, but preferred 
to leave it out of his ar ticle. Ins t ead he went to the Air Force, which, as we 
shall see, had nothing to do with the case. I obtained the following statement 
f rom the NavY 1 s Office of Inf'orma tion: 

Five TBM-type aircraft depar t ed Fort Lauderdale Naval Air Station on a 
routine navigation t raining fl i ght at 1408 ( 2: 08 P.M.) local time on 5 Decem­
ber 1945. At 1600 ( 4 : 00 P.M.) a message was intercepted by the tower which in­
dicated that the f i ve aircraft were lost i n the vicinity of the Bahamas Is­
lands. At this t ime a message was sent i n t he "blind 11 (without aclmowledgment) 
advising the fligh t to take a heading of 270 degrees, or if their compasses 
were out (which was most unlikely but possible) to fly t oward the sun. It was 
a clear day with les s than 10 Jmots wind on the surface. Air Sea Rescue was 
initiated at 1927 (7:27 P.M.) when a PBM-type aircraft took off from Banana. 
River, Florida, t o search for the missing aircraft. This plane had thirteen 
people on board. It made one posi­
tion report, and was not heard f rom 
aga i n. Since that date no addition­
al information has been obtained 
concerning the five TBMs or the PBM,. 
although an intensive search was 
carried out at that time. 

It is apparent that with 
minor changes including slight time 
variations, Major Keyhoe 1 s book a­
grees with official Navy records. 
He presented additional pertinent 
information as well. It is obvious 
too, that the differences could be 
quite honest, due to word-of-mouth 
relay to the author. In any case, 
the facts themselves have not been 
violated with any suf'ficiency to 
merit Mr. Mann's savage, unreason­
ing a t tack on the integrity and 
ability of an aclmowledged aviation 
authority and recognized flight re­
porter. 

l' -
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singl e author. A Babylonian archi vist has written that the priests monopolized 
the marvidin. Thie was probably true to a large extent, but others too might 
learn t o fly, as i s attested by all Ma j ian literature. 

It is written in the Halkatha: "The privilege of operating a fly­
ing machine is great. The lmowledge of flight is among the most ancient of our 
i nheri tances, a gift of Those from upon High. We received it from Them as a 
means of saving many lives. The abuse of this knowledge offers the means of 
des troying many more lives. The lmowledge of flight and its implications are, 
therefore, restricted (muqdash) to only those who can master its more intri­
cate details. They become, in turn, responsible for teaching it only to those 
of equal capacity as themselves. 11 

The Halkatha is correct in its implication that manuals of flight 
were not available at the corner newsstand. The practical secrete of cargo 
hauling and passenger carrying were not committed to writing in Majian times. 
The usefulness of such a book, were it to exist, might be questioned to begin 
with. 

The Chaldean literature on the theory of flight ia, by contrast, 
extensive. I have said once before in this series that ancient books tended to 
average out to about 80 to 120 of our pages. Perhaps it was for this reason 
tha t their contents were better thought out and more. concisely committed to 
the printed page. The patience of the copyist also had to be reckoned with aa 
a fac t or in their survival. 

The most important single treatise on the theory of flight was the 
Sifr'ala. Long passages from the Sifr 1 ala are quoted in ibn Ezra's commentary 
on the Old Testament, specifically in hie introduction to the Book of Ben Buzi 
and elsewhere. An edition was printed in San'a in 1938, according to reliable 
sources among the Yemenite rabbinate. I have never seen a copy of this book in 
print, although a number of manuscripts are in circulation. 

The Sifr 1ala be­
gins its discussion with two 
pointa1 Equilibrium (mikhba­
dayim) and stability (bina). 
It says1 "Three spheres vi­
brate on the underside of 
the marvid. The angles of 
their positions must be 
stable; they must vibrate in 
sympathy. The graphite rod 
must scuff the two rear as­
semblies at the same time 
that the copper coil en­
twines itself about the 
foremost sphere. The rod and 
the coil are governed by the 
turning round of a wooden 
rim (in the center of the 
craft) to · which they are 
both attached. A crystal 
will indicate the necessary 
position of the rim. A dif­
ferent crystal is used for 
each journey. The calibra­
t i on of the crystal is the 
heart of the flying art.n 

From this, we 
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